Charge to the Jury.
Mr Justice DarHnz
ing that Dr. Hincks did not understand her. We now know that
he did not suspect arsenical poisoning; and if she thought that
he did not understand what was the matter with her she was
quite right—he did not.
That, gentlemen, concludes the evidence of those who actually
saw Mrs. Armstrong after she came back from the asylum, except
the evidence of the defendant himself. Perhaps I had better
read what the defendant himself said. I am not going to read
the early part of it, I am dealing with the last illness. (Reads
evidence.)
That is the evidence of those who were about with her during
the last days of her illness.    There is the evidence of her state of
mind; there is the evidence of her wishing to live; there is the
evidence of what she was able to do.    The importance of all this
is, that you must ask yourselves (it is one of the points raised),
are you satisfied that she committed suicide?    When I read the
rest of the doctors' evidence for the other part of the case, there
may come in statements which will have a bearing  upon that.
But if you come to the conclusion that she did commit suicide,
then there is nothing upon which you can possibly convict the
prisoner; he is as innocent as you or I.    But if you do not come
to    the    conclusion    that    he     is,    you    must    consider    the
rest   of   the   case,    and    you1    must   now   ask   yourselves,    on
that evidence that I have just read to you, do you honestly believe,
is it credible, that that woman, being in the condition in which
she was,   got  up  with the intention  of taking a  fatal  dose of
arsenic, and that she went and got it?   What evidence is there
that at that time she intended to commit suicide, or ever wished
to do it; what evidence is there that she got up and went to any
place where there was arsenic?    Where was it?    If it is suggested
that she took arsenic and committed suicide, where did she get it
from?    The defendant had had arsenic about the house for years
for  making weed-killer; and he  says that she knew there was
arsenic in the cupboard in the study.    But if she did, the arsenic
in the cupboard in the study was the grey arsenic, so far as we
know,   the  arsenic  with  charcoal  — there  is  no  harm in  the
charcoal.
Sir H.  cuetis bennett—The evidence is that at that time
white and coloured were both in the cupboard.
Mr. justice darling—At that time?
Sir H. curtis bennett—Tes, from the llth January.
Mr. justice darling—A month and five days before the 16th
February.    We now have the evidence given by the defendant,
that there was white arsenic in the bureau.
Sir H. curtis bennett—It was not in the bureau till May;
in the cupboard.
Mr. justice darling—In the cupboard in the study in ^which
the bureau was.    In the cupboard, if I am right, there was grey
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